
By BARB RAYNER

barbrayn@nbnet.nb.ca

ST. ANDREWS - The St. Andrews
Community Channel, which was grant-
ed a licence as an independent televi-
sion broadcaster last spring, was recog-
nized in the group category with a Vol-
unteer of the Year award at Monday’s
New Year’s Day mayor’s levee.

This is the fourth year the awards,
which recognize volunteers in the com-
munity, have been presented because,
said Mayor John Craig, St. Andrews is
very dependant on its volunteers.

The nomination for the community
channel came from Chris Gordon who
was, unfortunately, unable to attend the
afternoon ceremonies at the town hall
due to ill health.

The idea of a community channel
was put forth in 1993. The first broad-
cast was March 13 that year and by
December the St. Andrews Community
Channel was registered as a not-for-
profit organization. The first organiza-
tional meeting was held Feb 14, 1994
with board members, volunteers and
the general public in attendance.

In May 2004 the board of directors
felt that the community television sta-
tion was not reaching a sufficient num-
ber of community residents due to the
fact that broadcasts were restricted to
cable subscribers and, over the 10 years,
these had diminished greatly.

On the positive side, the amount of
interest being shown by the local com-
munity, as well as those living just out-
side the town limits, had grown by leaps
and bounds.

So in May 2004 the decision was
taken to become an independent televi-
sion broadcaster. An application was
made to the Canadian Radio and Televi-
sion Corporation for a licence to broad-
cast and this was granted last spring.

This was an ambitious project but
the board, along with volunteers of the
station, the support of the town, local
businesses and other volunteers car-
ried out carpentry work, building,
painting, and hauling equipment from
as far away as Fredericton.

Now, the station can be reached by
anyone in St. Andrews and the immedi-
ate surrounding area who has a televi-
sion set and a simple aerial. The station
broadcasts on UHF, Channel 26, and the
call letters are CHCT.

The community channel has over-
come a number of challenges in order
to reach this goal including fund raising
to meeting the cost of the necessary
equipment - about $18,000. This was suc-
cessfully met last September thanks to
support from the Tecolote Foundation,
the town and members of the sur-

rounding communities.
The broadcasting antenna has been

constructed and the transmitter, which
was purchased from a company in
Alberta, have been installed. The build-
ing of the broadcast studio took many
hours of labour and expertise - as well
as bravery from the non-certified elec-
tricians who faced possible jolts of elec-
tricity.

The third and final part of the proj-
ect was the organization of a fund rais-
ing dinner and silent auction which
proved to be a tremendous success
thanks to the generosity of the CHCT
supporters.

The presentation Monday is by no
means the first accolade that the com-
munity channel has received over the
past 10 years. In 1994/95 they received a
certificate of appreciation from the
Governor General for their contribu-
tion to the “Canada Remembers” pro-
gram.

In 1995 they were presented with a
Fundy Cable award for community pro-
gramming and in January 1997 a recog-
nition award from the Fundy Commu-
nity Foundation for contributions to
their annual report.

A merit award from the province for
local community television service on
New Brunswick Day was received in
1998 then in 1999/2000 the channel
received a War Amps recognition
award. In 2004 the channel received the
Robert Thomson Memorial Award in
appreciation of dedicated service to
youth activities in St. Andrews.

Now,as 2007 gets under way,CHCT is
ready to once again serve the communi-

ty of St. Andrews and the outlying dis-
tricts within 12 kilometres of the broad-
cast tower which is located on the roof
of the W.C. O’Neill Arena.

The station broadcasts digitally and
the community channel will be increas-
ing its program offerings with a greater
variety and they are now starting tele-
vised bingo.

Chris Flemming, who is chair of the
board of the community channel, said
they were very, very grateful to have
been nominated for the Volunteer of the
Year award and to have been thought
worthy to receive it.

He said the community channel has
come a long way to this point in its his-
tory remembering how they started out
almost as a joke in the community.

“If anyone has been by the studio to
see the wealth and range of equipment
that we are working with it is stagger-
ing to see the way technology has
allowed ordinary people to communi-
cate with each other.”

Flemming said that today there are
wonderful satellite systems that can
bring in 300 or more channels but there
is very little local programming pro-
duced here in New Brunswick so the
chances for people in St. Andrews to
have anything shown is minimal at
best.

The community channel allows peo-
ple in the community to be seen and
heard, he said, and that is what they are
all about. Flemming added that they
can use all kinds of help both in front
and behind the cameras.

“We want to hear from you and we
would love to have you join us.”

Continued from page A-1

Brown went on to say that the
levee was a “festive occasion,” and
spoke about the changes and growth
St. Stephen has seen over the past
four to five years, including RCMP
policing, the construction of more
than 80 apartments for seniors, pro-
fessionals and low income families,
the construction of a new $5.5 billion
wastewater treatment facility and
the addition of new businesses to the
community, including the new Kent’s
store on King Street.

He also spoke about the construc-
tion on St. Stephen Elementary
School, a new Department of Trans-
portation facility or government
garage, the “awarding of a contract
for a new international bridge, some-
thing we’ve waited over 50 years for.”

Brown said, “While it is wise to
reflect on the past, it is more impor-
tant to look ahead to the future. In
the next few years, the bridge will be
open. The Town will be bypassed by a
four-lane highway, a new Canada
Customs facility will be built, and
there will be a major commercial
development on the former govern-
ment garage site. The Charlotte
Court development on the water-
front is a dream of Home Support
Services. Hopefully, it becomes a
reality.”

Brown then went on to speak
about the proposed civic centre, and
what a great asset it would be for the
community.

“Then there is the Charlotte
County Civic Centre, a community
vision for the future which will revi-
talize the entire St. Stephen down-
town. It will positively impact the
quality of life of our citizens. It will
be the centerpiece, which will set the
tone for future prosperity in St.
Stephen and Western Charlotte
County.

“It is your responsibility, it is my
responsibility, it is everyone’s
responsibility to turn this dream
into a reality. We must do it for our
children, for our children’s children,
for our seniors, for the entire com-
munity. We must work together, we
must invest together to secure the
future of St. Stephen and Western
Charlotte County. Together, we can
make it happen,” Brown rasped.

Brown then announced his first
official duty of the New Year, which
was to present Shirley McMahon
with the Volunteer of The Year
award. McMahon has given the com-
munity more than 50 years of volun-
teer service, and Brown said that it is
people like McMahon who “make St.
Stephen such a great community.”

Brown, whose voice was failing,
asked that his wife Barb read the
presentation to McMahon so he
could give his throat a rest.

“Shirley has spent many of her 80
plus years dedicating her time and
energy to those in need in our com-
munity. She truly loved spending
time at Waweig Youth Camp as a
camper, resource person, chauffeur,
board member and Camp Granny.
Over the last 50 years plus, Shirley
has spent many hours, days and
weeks volunteering for and with the
NB Heart & Stroke Foundation, Cure
for Cancer, Canadian and Charlotte
County Cancer Society, Terry Fox
Run, NB Kidney Foundation, Char-
lotte County Branch of the Canadian
Mental Health Association, Char-
lotte County Hospital Auxiliary Gift
Shop and the local Blood Donor Clin-
ic. Shirley, on behalf of the Town, I
thank you for your years of dedicat-
ed service and wish you all the best
in the future,” said Barb Brown.

Next on the agenda was the pres-
entation of the Citizen of The Year
award. This year, the award was
given to two special citizens, the Hon-
orable Greg Thompson and cross-
walk guard Dot Larsen.

Brown, who said that this year,
Council has “broken with tradi-
tion” by naming two Citizens of
The Year.

“I am delighted that Dot and Greg
are with us here today for this spe-
cial presentation. The Christmas
and New Year period is a time for
sharing, a time of reflection, a time
for family and friends. Therefore, it
is appropriate to share this special
honour with two people, so different
yet so much alike. Both are humble,
personable individuals who are dedi-
cated to serving their community.
One sits at the prime minister’s cabi-
net table, while the other works with
children day after day,” said Brown.

Brown spoke about Larsen, and
said she came to St. Stephen in 1978
from Newfoundland.

For 21 years, Larsen has worked

at the crosswalk at St. Stephen Ele-
mentary School, Brown said she is
“dedicated to the safety” of each and
every child.

She knows the name of every
child and their birth dates, and
always makes sure she has a lollipop
for each child on his or her birthday.

Larsen is well known in the com-
munity, and has recently received
other awards for her years of service
to the community. Larsen has once
been named “Maritimer of The
Week”, and in June she received an
award for being one of five winners
of “Canada’s Favourite Crossing
Guard Contest”.

“She is exceptional in the way in
which she loves and treats each stu-
dent as an individual.”

With his throat once again becom-
ing hoarse, Brown asked that his
wife finish his speech about Larsen.

“When Bob and I arrived with the
grand kids for the Christmas tree
lighting last month, Dot was there to
greet us. She had a big hug and smile
for Jonathan, my grandson, who is 13
and who attended St. Stephen Ele-
mentary School only one year and a
big kiss for Miranda who is only
three. They both felt very much a
part of her extended family. Dot, you
have the biggest and kindest heart of
anyone I know. The community loves
you because of the personal recogni-
tion you bestow upon each and every
child. On behalf of the Council, it is
a great pleasure for me to present
you with this Citizen of the Year
award for 2006.”

With tears in her eyes, Larsen
accepted the award, unable to say
much except to humbly accept the
plaque and said that the children
deserved to be thanked more than
she did.

Larsen later delivered a thank-
you letter to members of Council,
because she said she was too over-
whelmed to speak at the Levee, and
just didn’t know what to say.

Brown said that he had the privi-
lege to visit Thompson’s father dur-
ing his involvement in party politics.
Brown said that Ralph Thompson
had been a great supporter of his,
and always gave him good political
advice, which he admits he should
have “heeded more closely,” drawing
a chuckle from the crowd.

“Greg was elected three times as
a Progressive Conservative MP, the
first time in 1988. He was elected
twice as an MP for the Conservative
Party of Canada, the last time being
January 2006. He suffered one polit-
ical defeat, he battled a serious
health problem, yet he stands with
us today as a pillar of his communi-
ty and a pillar of Canada’s political
system.

“His strengths are his strong fam-

ily values and love for his family, his
strong moral and community values,
his connection to the grassroots of
his constituency of New Brunswick
Southwest, his attention to detail,
communication skills and the open
and honest way in which he handles
his responsibilities. Today, on behalf
of the Council, it is a great pleasure
for me to present you with this Citi-
zen of the Year award for 2006,”
Brown said.

Thompson gave a thank-you
speech, joking when he stepped up to
the podium, saying that Larsen’s
speech was probably better than
what his would be. He spoke about
many memories of growing up in
Charlotte County.

Thompson said, “It really is an
honour to be with you and to accept
this today. I want to congratulate
Shirley and Dot. Truly, they’re both
volunteers, and it’s a real honour to
be here and share this day with you
as well.”

Following Thompson’s speech,
Brown closed the event, inviting
everyone to stay to enjoy more of the
refreshments.

Brown said, “I’d like to thank
everybody for coming out today. The
weather has not been kind to us, but
it certainly hasn’t affected the spirit
of the day. There is lots of food left
though, so feel free to stay around
and chat, and Gary will provide some
music for us. I’d like to again con-
gratulate the recipients today. I’d like
to congratulate Shirley as a volun-
teer. We often have hundreds of vol-
unteers that we fail to recognize.
They get their pleasure and thanks
from doing a good job, but it is nice to
recognize to somebody that has
served their community for over 50
years.”

Brown then went on to make
some final comments about the two
Citizens of the Year.

“They (Larsen and Thompson)
have a lot in common. Their jobs are
much different, one is for all con-
stituencies, not only New
Brunswick, but the country shares
our Minister. The other has a much
smaller constituency, but they’re
both humble people, they’re both
honest people. They both remember
their roots, and they remember the
people they serve.

“Again, I want to congratulate
them, and wish them good health in
the future. And to you Greg, I’m sure
you will be back at it soon, and we
wish you will go with that same
spirit, because we admire you as
our representative. You always
know where you stand when you
deal with Greg. That is one thing
that the people appreciate,” said
Brown, who closed by thanking
everyone for attending.
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Sari Boudreau/Courier
Six-year-old Megan Haley offered some refreshments to Jeanette

Urdang while at the annual Mayor’s Levee, held Monday at the Tourist

Information Centre in St. Stephen. Many people attended the event,

enjoying sweets, cheeses, cold cuts, hot apple cider and more. The Boy

Scouts were presented with a flag honouring the organization’s 100

year history. Mayor Robert Brown presented Greg Thompson and Dot

Larsen with Citizen of The Year awards, and Shirley McMahon

received an award for 50 years of volunteer service within the com-

munity.

Downtown, St. Stephen
466-1742

HOURS: 
Mon.-Thurs.: 9-5; 

Friday: 9-9; 
Saturday: 9-5

Barb Rayner/Courier
The St. Andrews Community Channel, which last year became an

independent television broadcaster, was recognized with a Volunteer

of the Year award in the group category at Monday's New Year's Day

mayor's levee. Pictured (from left to right) are board chair Chris Flem-

ming, volunteer Mary Casement, Mayor John Craig and volunteer

Ken Leslie.

Awards at mayor’s levee

Dot Larsen’s Letter to the Mayor and Council

The Mayor and Councillors,

I just want to thank you for making me a Citizen of the Year. I am very humbled and honoured. I sure never
expected to ever get an honour like that.

I wish I could put in words my thanks and appreciation.
Of course, the honour and thanks also gotta go to all the little children and also the drivers of the cars and

the big trucks that go through St. Stephen. They are all fantastic and deserve a lot of thanks.
The very day that the Mayor phoned to tell me about the honour (Dec. 18, 2006), a day I (will) never forget. I

read a quote that sums it all up for me.
“To love what you do and to feel that it matters…how could anything be more fun.”

Thank you for such an honour,
Dot

TV channel honoured
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